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FOREWORD 


The origins of Phoenix Point go all the way back to 1999 when | was working on 
a game called The Dreamland Chronicles: Freedom Ridge. That game never saw 
the light of day, but some of its ideas were reborn in Phoenix Point - the idea 
of a post-apocalyptic Earth where aliens were changing the world into their own 
habitat, and also some key game mechanics like the first-person free aiming system. 
One unique aspect of Phoenix Point is its rich and diverse world derived from the 
different factions in the game. They have been brought to life by the excellent art 
team here at Snapshot Games. There is a wealth of detail in the environments, 
characters, clothing, weapons and equipment of the factions. The aliens, known 
as the Pandorans - after the Pandoravirus that brought them into being - were a 
particular challenge for them. Most Pandorans had to have modular body parts that 
are capable of evolving, and each mutation has separate abilities and attributes. 


This art book is about the evolution of the visual ideas of Phoenix Point. We 
always had the objective that it would borrow from Lovecraft's depictions of horrific, 
unknowable aliens, but brought up to date with more modern ideas about genetic 
mutation. The initial body-horror concepts changed to something more alien, but 
somehow incorporating human elements into many of their designs. 

| hope you enjoy the book. 


Julian Gollop, CEO Snapshot Games 


INTRODUCTION 


It is the the year 2047, and the majority of 
the population have disappeared into the sea 
to become mutated with sea creatures by an 
unusual microbe known as the Pandoravirus. 


The survivors are gathered in isolated 
havens belonging to three different factions: 
New Jericho, trying to restore order and purity; 
Synedrion, hoping to build a world without 
hierarchies; and the Disciples of Anu, a new, 
syncretic religion dedicated to adaptation and 
biological change. 


The Phoenix Project was established after 
the Second World War to protect humanity from 
extreme threats. By the time the viral mist rolled 

in from the sea for the third time, the Phoenix 
Project was all but destroyed. 


Only one of its bases has survived - 
Phoenix Point. 


It is the only hope left for humanity. 


CHARACTERS 


“There has always been a Phoenix." - Randolph 
Symes Ill, Phoenix Project 


Initially, Phoenix Project characters were perceived 
as scientists trying to make sense of a hostile 
changing world. The first concepts were inspired by 
astronauts and cosmonaut costumes with nearly no 
military elements to them. As the philosophy of the 
Phoenix Project and the world developed, they 
gradually became more combat oriented in order to 
survive. 


The goal was to use materials fo illustrate the 
merge of advanced technology and a more wild and 
rural way of life. Mixing rubber, polymers, plastic, 
and flexible metal alloys with leather and mid 
twenty-century garments created a particular look 
that we wanted to focus on. 


The original concepts of the Phoenix Point operative classes: Sniper, Assault, Civilian, Heavy [left to right). 


The goal was to have each character class be identifiable at first glance, so their outfits were exaggerated to have a 


recognizable silhouette. When making the first helmets, the idea was to have the visor be in the shape of a phoenix. 
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ENVIRONMENT 


“But what if, in failing to pursue the cause of Liberty, we are ourselves 
destroyed by a new wave of zealots? What if the next would-be 
Caesar, hating the pursuit of knowledge as all petty tyrants do, strikes 
out at us? How much more will be lost?" 

- General Thomas-Alexandre Dumas 


The Phoenix bases were based on the concepts of communist 
military bunkers: heavy fortifications on the outside, and narrow 
corridors on the inside. The whole things was conceived as a space 
station wrapped in a shell of concrete, placed in a mountain to survive 
the rising sea levels. 

The Phoenix bases were modeled after the concepts of communist 
military bunkers. The edifices were conceived as space stations 
wrapped in a shell of concrete. Many of us had fantasized about what 
life was like inside a bunker. We explored public bomb shelters to help 
us get a better feel for it. We tried to recreate this atmosphere, and 
added some next gen technology to create more of a sci-fi feel, giving 
rise to our first idea of a Phoenix base. 
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There was a lot of playing about with the 
idea of space and scale in the early 
concepts. There were ideas of having a 
vast hall leading to the inside of the base, 
like an abandoned temple holding all 
remaining knowledge of humanity. 


Soviet-inspired massive weapons were 
added to the outside of the base making it r . 
clear the Phoenix Project could stop = Since space in a Phoenix base was limited, rooms were arranged more on the vertical axis than the horizontal. 
anyone, or anything, that came = sl Ladders and elevators were abundant, ensuring people could get from one section to another. 
for its secrets. " Staircases were used sparingly. 
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Corridors were based 
on the interior of the 
International Space 
Station: narrow and cov- 
ered with pipes and 
plating. 


To diminish the 
sense of 
claustrophobia 

and give some 
illusion of openness, 
glass tiles were 
placed on the floor. 


Machine Gun turrets 
provided internal protection, 
in case of enemy breach. 


To save space, the medical bay shares space with the production 
assembly lines. Under extreme circumstances, 
the tech can be repurposed to scan and treat wounds. 


With the outside world being largely infected by viruses, 
hydro-vegetation chambers within the base served 
as the main source of food. 
We wanted to provide the inhabitants of the future with a 
healthy diet so we added lots of fruit and vegetables. 
Carrots were added for purely aesthetic purposes, though. 


Soldiers performing augmented reality combat exercises > | There's never a boring day in the security center. Now and then 
in the base's training room. SS Ne there's even time for some solitaire. 


Mist Repellers were originally conceived as 
giant vacuums that pulled in the mist from 
the air and stored it in giant underground 
containers, where the virus was purged from 
existence. Later when the technology became 
unique to Synedrion, they were modified to 
use nanite dispersal. 


Due to the changes in Earth's atmosphere, 
Satellite Uplinks were designed to emerge and 
make use of cloud windows to achieve 
a clear transmission. 
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Travelling throughout the the world is a key part of the game, so a transport vehicle capable of travelling vast 
VEHIC LES distances in a short amount of time became essential. The Manticore was designed as Phoenix Point's vehicle of choice. 


There was a lot of talk how many people the Manticore should carry. At one point we considered that it should be large 
enough to hold twenty people, including up to two Scarabs. After a lot of discussion and testing we settled on six. 


With the earth being a dangerous place for human life, Phoenix Vehicles had to be as sturdy as the base itself. 
The Scarab was initially thought of as a cross between a tortoise and a Armored Personnel Carrier. 
The idea originally came when | was looking at the grid. The task was to have a bulky three-by-three tile vehicle 
that could move around through the terrain. That's when | thought “why not just model a cube into a vehicle." 


WEAPONS 


All weapons of the the Phoenix Project were adapted and modified from existing military prototypes, but with a bright, 
science fiction overtone. 
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LOGO 


We settled on the central motif of the phoenix early in our development process, but we still felt it lacked something. 
This is how we arrived at the idea of incorporating the idea of the comet bearing the Pandoravirus crashing to Earth, 
giving rise to the final version: a pair of black phoenix wings wrapped around an impact site, protecting the world 


from devastation. 


~ PHOENIX POINT ™ ~~ PHOENIX POINT ™ PHOENIX POINT 
~~ PHOENIX POINT ™ ~ PHOENIX POINT ™ PHOENIX POINT * 


JISCIPLES 
OF ANt! 


CHARACTERS 


“You have been called. And you have answered. 
! am the Exalted" 


The Disciples of Anu were always considered to be a 
symbiote faction — the part of humanity that had been changed by 
the Pandoravirus, but not succumbed to it. As such, it was vital to have 
their appearance reflect that through functional and non-functional mu- 
tations. Later a religious element was added to the mix, linking them to 
ancient Sumerian culture and deities. 


The Disciples of Anu went through a lot of transformations. 
At first they were supposed to be disfigured tribal nomads. 
After the first few sketches, it was decided to give them a more 
post-apocalyptic tech look. Then we tried a wilderness look. 
Ultimately, we merged the two to give them their final 
appearance. 
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The Disciples of Anu have a strict caste system. Everyone starts as an Assault, then prove themselves to become a 
Berserker, and ultimately a Priest. 


A lot experiments 
were made with 
facial art and 
tattoos. 

We played with 
the idea of having 
the tattoos depict 
the social status 
of the warrior, but 
in the end only 
part of the facial 
art made it to the 
final game. 
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Various concepts of Disciple of Anu priests, along with their facial deformations. 
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A nomadic version of the Disciples of Anu. 


A more technologically advanced take of the Disciples of Anu. 
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THE EXALTED 


“The world is not prepared for this 
change. Humanity is too weak, too 


divided. They will fall. All that is beau- 


tiful will be extinguished. But this 
apocalypse is also an opportunity. A 


way forward. | have found answers." 


- The Exalted 


The Exalted is the one true leader of 
the Disciples of Anu, the link to the 
Dead God. No one disputes her 
authority, no one even dreams of 
daring, yet even she is less perfect 
than she wants the masses to 
believe. One thing is for certain, 
however; as long as the Disciples of 
Anu exist, so will their Exalted. 


Choosing the primary mutation of the Exalted was a fun task. We went through everything from bats to insects, 
spikes, tentacles and horns. 
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The attire of the Exalted was created in such a way as to make it possible to create statues of her. 
There was an idea to have statues of the Exalted in every temple. The main inspiration for them came from the ancient 
Egyptian, Mayan and Aztec civilizations. 
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ENVIRONMENT 


“The Exalted teaches us that the spirit is perfect, and 
our flaws arise from the body; when |! think of myself 
then, | see how true that is." - the Synod of Yearning 


The architecture of the Disciples of Anu was made to 
reflect the caste system in their society. 

The unproven lived in small rickety buildings made 
of whatever materials they managed to salvage, 
while temples and priest lodgings were massive 

and made of solid marble. 
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Early concepts of the 
temples were much more 
macabre in nature. 
There was the idea to 
present the Disciples of Anu 
as really dark and 
bloodthirsty, heavily inspired 
by the Cthulhu mythos. 
People and animals were 
kept in cages at the foot 
of the temple, only released 
when it was time for them 
to be sacrificed. Meanwhile, 
priests would observe the 
ceremony from their thrones 


of power. 
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succumbed to changes caused by the Pandoravirus. 


Like the Disciples of Anu themselves, their buildings, especially in the slums, 


VEHIC LES Driven by the need to transport large numbers of goods and people, and not concerned 
with speed, the Disciples of Anu have chosen fo rely on fleets of dirigibles for transport. Yemen . 
Religious symbols, along with markings of the Exalted covered the exterior of the aircraft, : i > 
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Similar to their temples and dirigibles, the weapons of the Disciples of Anu 
were encrusted with sacred symbols. 
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CHARACTERS 


“| cannot respect the weak. Why should | respect a burden dragging 
me down?" - Tobias West 


Visually New Jericho were supposed to be a gathering of renegades, 
scavengers, and mercenaries who had banded together in order to 
survive. Their philosophy remained “survival through strength and purity," 
although gradually they shifted from being a band of outcasts to an 
organised military organisation set on rebuilding 
the world in its image. 


New Jericho were the first characters in the game, and as such 
went through the most changes. They were scavengers, then renegades, 
then cybernetically enhanced, then cyberpunky, before we decided 
on their final appearance. 


A concept of the first group of new Jericho soldiers: Heavy, Sniper, Technician, Assault [left to right). 
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Evolution of New Jericho gear. 
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TOBIAS WEST 


“Indecision is humanity's third worst quality. 
The unwillingness to act — the second. The 
stupid desire to compromise remains the 
first." - Tobias West 


Half Ayn Rand, half Elon Musk, Tobias West 
had grand plans long before New Jericho 
was created. CEO of the Vanadium Inc. 
military, technology, and mercenary 
corporation, he always suspected that 
the world might go down the drain one day, 
and when it did he was ready fo act. 
Now, there's no doubt left in 
his mind — there's only one way to 
save humanity from extinction, and he will 
be the one to execute it. 


When creating the concept of Tobias West it was never certain what age he was supposed fo be. 
We would come up with something, then rethink what we saw and have the next version of him be twenty years younger. 


In the end we settled on a compromise. 


ENVIRONMENT 


“Just another day in Fort Freiheit." 
- Lieutenant Petyaeva a5 — 
Every New Jericho structure was created ‘ ) 
with one sole purpose: to display the strength and — 
grandeur of Tobias West and his convictions. a 
a | | 
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Massive walls of steel and concrete were > sal bare 
an indispensable part of every home and building, | «4 } 
surrounding vast spacious rooms—a protected slice of h = 
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We put a lot of propaganda posters, banners, 


| | aN / 
and billboards throughout the city. The goal was to show : i 2 


the clear display of purpose the people iui) WOW , 
of New Jericho had. é 
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Heavy industry is a main element of the 
New Jericho way of life, as can be seen in 
each of its Forts and Havens. Each time a 
new settlement was built, the massive 
outer walls were the first thing to be 
erected, followed by a garrison and a basic 
factory. Only then would common citizens 
be allowed to seftle in. 
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The first concepts of 

New Jericho settlements 
were well protected com- 
pounds. The lack of gameplay 
space within them, however, 
made it necessary to take a 
more city-like approach 
allowing the units to 

move about freely. 
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Propaganda posters 
are visible everywhere, 
reminding that Tobias 
West is watching. 
When you stare into 
the poster of Tobias 
West, Tobias West 
stares back. 


The danger of contagion lurks even in New Jericho. Special security forces tirelessly roam the city, Construction is always booming in the territories of New Jericho. In order to win the war for humanity's survival, 
making sure that no mutation sneaks its way past the outer walls. forts and havens must be built along a strict schedule. 


To ensure a Safe and virus free life for every citizen of New Jericho, 
Purification stations are placed at every entrance. 
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Life in New Jericho provides everything a person needs... 


except the 
freedom to roam the outside world unchecked. 


NJ 3D props 


VEHICLES 


When creating the New Jericho aircraft we took inspiration from twin-engine military helicopters. 
New Jericho's Armadillo — an Al controlled autonomous Armored Personnel Carrier, whose Al was later The result was a vehicle with four autonomous rotors which worked in unison to transport personnel and 
limited so it couldn't function without human supervision. Armadillos to and from any point. 
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WEAPONS 


“Only those with a gun have the right 
to vote. Those who can vote must fight to 
free the world from the enemies of humanity. 
- Tobias West 


New Jericho's weapons were based 
on gauss technology — powerful electromag- 
nets that propelled a projectile with at great 
speed to its target. The idea of gauss based 
technology came when discussing Tobias 
West's past. A few ideas were floated that 
with his connections to the industrial and mili- 
tary elite he probably had access to top-secret 
prototype programs and so chose 
something more efficient 
on the battlefield. 
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New Jericho 
was supposed to be the most 
destructive faction in the game, 
SO we gave them a special set of 
elite weapons to do just that. Initially, 
we Started by making heavy rocket 
launchers, armor piercing rifles... 
and then we added 
the flame thrower. 
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LOGO 


When searching for the appropriate symbols for New Jericho, we wanted to have something that gave the idea of 
strength and power. Several concepts were made, but none gave the appropriate feeling. Then someone got the idea 
to build their logo round the faction initials. That's how the NJ shield was born. 
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SYNEDRION 


CHARACTERS 


“The origins of Synedrion are diverse... or, to put it 
more bluntly, messy." - Citizen Alaina Xhepa 


The name Synedrion came from the ancient 
Hebrew and Greek words for “council” or "assembly," 
and the faction was to be a place of absolute equality 
among citizens. Unlike other factions, the Synedrion 

were the only ones that had no specific leader, but 
took all their decisions together. 
They are also the most technologically advanced 
faction by far, with much more of a sci-fi aesthetic. 


The Macedonian Council of Alexander the Great, which 
was also the supreme ruling body of his empire, 
was the Synedrion. It was interesting that within that 
ruling body followed the principles of free speech 
and equal say — to which even the king was subject 
— so we thought we'd base the faction on it. 
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The original Synedrion classes: Technician, Sniper, and Infiltrator (left to right). 
The Technician class was later moved to New Jericho. 


As the most 
technologically 
advanced faction, 
the first concepts of 
Synedrion helmets 
were made to present 
a futuristic look of a 
society that lived 
and interacted 

with Als on 

a daily basis. 
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In contrast to the gritty post 
apocalyptic state of the world, 
Synedrion managed to 
maintain an elegant aesthetic 
for their cities and uniforms. 
Synedrion is the only faction in 
which words such as 
“fashion,” “art,” and "theatre" 
remain in use. 

While creating the factions 
we wanted them to be that 
part of humanity that focused 
on culture and the historic 
past (unlike New Jericho who 
clung to the present with 
military might, or the 

Disciples of Anu who 
embraced the changing 
future without question). 
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ENVIRONMENT 


The Synedrion structures were made mostly of glass, =, =, 
polymers, and nano-materials. : . 
All their constructions were wide and spacious | : = 
with smooth and flowing forms, merging futuristic ~yj a TI 
architecture with statues of antiquity. | y bo = ——— 
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A high-tech Synedrion hangar, housing automated air vehicles that allow them to travel safely 
from haven to haven under their control. 


Protected by defensive nanites in the air dispersed by Mist Repellers, 
Synedrion inhabitants were able to enjoy a pleasant and sheltered way of life. 
The sense of freedom and peace was reflected in everything they build — from vast domes 
to open balconies and walkways from where they could enjoy the view of the reality 


they had created for themselves. 
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Synedrion 

were the only ones who 
kept their dreams for 
humanity, working on 


technologies to create 

a better tomorrow for all, 
even one day to return 

to space travel once more. 


Since trees and vegetation were a significant part 
of Synedrion havens, their buildings had to be constructed 
in such a fashion to allow patches of greenery to appear at any 
spot. A system of flexible module composition and assembly 
was created ensuring that every structure would be visually 
pleasing. 


140 


eee Synedrion Sculpt 
“ia. 


Info Board 


Fancy park bench 


Similar to the outside, the interior of the Synedrion buildings reflected the philosophy of their occupants. It was a point 
of personal pride for a household to have the greatest amount of plants alongside the latest in holographic technologies. 
Sometimes the owners of the buildings were Als which arranged their homes to their liking, while also making sure 
that any human guests would feel comfortable. 


Synedrion homes are like 
bubbles of self-made luxury, 
maintained by Al controlled 
subsystems. 

All materials used in the 
construction of buildings 
furniture were virus free and 
biodegradable, so that anyone 
throw out everything they 
own on a whim and replace 
it with something new. 


Fancypantsy artstuff 
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Energy Storage tank Radar Dish Organic Battery 


Sculpture 


TableTop Sushi Box 


Food Crate 
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VEHICLES 


Synedrion ground and air vehicles were much smaller than those of the other factions, but faster and more maneuverable. 


We wanted to create something elegant with a freedom of movement. Given that we were able to experiment a lot, 
we started with the idea of a Rubik's cube, in which multiple elements can move and be reconfigured independently. 
The shape and appearance changed a lot since then, but the core principle remained. 
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WEAPO IN S A lot of Synedrion weapons were made to use interchangeable power cells, 
ensuring that as long as the Haven's generators remained running every person 


had the power to defend their home. 
Our goal when designing the Synedrion weapons was to avoid sharp edges 
and instead give them a more ergonomic design to make them both elegant and deadly. 


Unlike common citizens, Infiltrator 
specialists used high-tech crossbows 
capable of piercing thick armor without 

revealing the location of the shooter. 
Sometimes the bolts were equipped with 
poison capsules, making sure that even 
strong enemies would die from their 
wounds. 

In order for the animations to run 
smoothly all weapons of a category in 
the game have the same identical dis- 
tance from the trigger grip to the butt. 

This was a particular challenge 
in the case of the Synedrion crossbow, 
which boasts a radically different form 
factor from most standard weapons. 
We settled on a design that is unusual, 
but quite distinctive. 
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LOGO 


Since Synedrion were linked with future technologies, the logo of their faction had to be equally futuristic. 
At first we started with emblems based on the letter S inspired by Seventies science fiction, 
then gradually moved to a more simplified design. 
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ALIENS 


The first take on the Pandorans was closer to 
living horrors and monstrosities. The goal was to 
create grotesque nightmares inspired by 
Lovecraft's Cthulhu mythos. 


The Scylla (originally referred to as “Alien Queen") 
was the second creature to be conceptualised 
and instantly became emblematic 
for the project. 


The "Tick," the "Pianist," 
and the “Crabman" 
were the first set of 
creatures that defined 
the Pandoran race. 
Transformed by the 
Pandoravirus beyond belief 
they were to attack 
humanity on a physical 
and mental level killing 
people or driving them 
insane with their 
presence. 


The name “Pianist” 

came about due to the 

merged hands. It was supposed 
to be a “mind control zombie" 
with little actual strength, 

but with the ability to mind 
control soldiers in combat. 


The amount of gore and 
intestines and the five heads, 
were found to be a bit too much 
so we put it aside and went 
back to the drawing board. 


The second generation of Pandoran concepts 
were less gory and more animal based, 
though horror elements remained. 

The idea of modular components started 
to appear with the limbs of some creatures 
being interchangeable, like 
the "hound's" legs. 


Some Pandorans had human weapons merge with their limbs. 


The Scylla went through the greatest number of iterations. 

During the first set of concepts she was seen as giant hermit crab with a shell made of coral and a human head. 
The Alien Queen was the most challenging creature in the entire project. We went through close to a hundred 
concepts before her final form was approved. Every part of her was redone multiple times. 

Some of us still have nightmares remembering the dozens of heads and legs that had to be made. 


Third generation of concepts 
saw a return to the horror aspect of creatures 
with the introduction of three-by-three tile enemies. 


The name three-by-three enemies (3x3) 
came from the idea that they would be occupy a 3x3 
area on the grid. They were supposed to be 
stronger enemies that were more challenging 
to kill and could potentially destroy buildings 
and other terrain elements. 
That's also how the idea of vehicles was born — 3x3 
allied monsters that helped the player in 
the battle against the Pandorans. 
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The final generation of Pandorans focused less on horror elements and more on hybridisation 
and modular body parts. Since mutation was the focal point of the game, we came up with the idea to have each 
Pandoran be a combination of body parts, each of which could be freely interchangeable with another. 
The concept of modular sets of body parts appeared: body elements that would change based on the player's behavior 
in combat, granting new skillsand abilities to the creature. cael 


The Siren went 
through forty 
iterations until we 
reached a version 


we were pleased with. 


Ultimately she ended 
up being a 
human-centipede 
hybrid. 


Since centipedes are venomous 
we decided it would be fun if the Siren also had the ability to infect soldiers 
with the Pandoravirus on contact. We later added the ability for her to mind-control soldiers on the battlefield. 
That's also how she got her final name. 


The Behemoth was conceived as the only Pandoran entity that 
cannot be destroyed through normal means. As massive as a mountain, it is capable of destroying 
entire havens wiping them off the map. 
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Not all Pandoran entities are mobile creatures. 

Sentinels are static hybrids between beast and building 
whose goal it is to assist the mobile enemies by providing 
a tactical advantage. 


The Terror Sentinel was the in-house favorite... even if they 
caused more than one person to jump off their seat 
the first time sound effects were added. 
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ENVIRONMENT 


When creating the Pandoran environment, 
we decided to go in an entirely different 
direction from the human factions . Rather than 
have the creatures build their own nests and lairs, 
we thought it would be befter if the lairs spread on 
their own and build the creatures instead. 


A lot of time was dedicated to coral and fungal 
research. Based on what we had seen, we then 
decided to merge the two and create a sort of 
living coral that slowly spread on and under land, 
forming all the necessary biomass so that the 
Pandoran forces could cover the globe. 
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LEADERS 


The player encounters many 
faction havens throughout the 
game, so we thought it was 
important for their leaders to be 
distinctive, not a group of 
identical clones 


For this reason, we introduced 
the idea of sub-factions, with 
different leaders at each haven. 


While on the surface 

the factions present a united 
front, dedicated to their 
respective causes, the reality 
beneath the surface is much 
more complex and chaotic. 


Keeper of the Threshold 


Barnabas 


Abongamali Smith 


DISCIPLES OF ANU HAVEN LEADERS 


The Exalted 


Sophia Villanova 


Blind Legate 


Synod of Yearning 


SYNEDRION HAVEN LEADERS 


Stas 


Nikolai 


NEW JERICHO HAVEN LEADERS 


Colonel Jack Harlson 


Captain J. P. Richter 


Taxiarch Nergal 


Tobias West 
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